There are certain
people who providen-
tially appear in your
lifetime and help
shape or influence
your character in a
remarkable way. For
me, Paul Manz was
one of those people.

Mark W. Lawson,
President

| grew up in a non-liturgical tradition, and it
was not until my Seminary studies that |
became aware of liturgy and the impact it
can have on your life. In college | had sung
“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come” but
had no knowledge of the composer or the
story behind it. It was not until | was into my
first years as a full-time church musician
that this composition became so important
to me that | wanted to find out more about
the composer. It was then that | began to
learn about Manz’s extraordinary life and
career.

| first met Paul Manz at a hymn festival
shortly after joining the staff at MorningStar.
By that time, | knew of his legacy and of his
many publications. | had no idea that | was
about to become friends with one of the
most gracious and caring people whom |
had ever known.

Shortly after becoming President of
MorningStar in 1997, Paul took me aside
and told me that he had confidence in me,
and that | should not be afraid to follow my
own instincts and intuitions. He realized
that the pressure to continue to develop a
young company could be intense at times,
and his words had a calming effect on me.
Paul and Ruth Manz both had the gift of
encouragement. Personal notes to me and
the staff at MorningStar often found their
way into our mail. | still have a very encour-
aging note from Paul posted on my door
just to remind me of his support.

| suppose, in looking back, the most impor-
tant thing Paul did for me was to set an
example. Paul lived his life as a consum-
mate musician, a loving husband and
father, and a great source of encourage-
ment and Christian love. His journey
through this world was not without troubles,
sadness, and loss, but he never lost that
wonderful sense of hopefulness and
encouragement. | never heard Paul speak
badly of someone or make disparaging
comments about the work others had done.
He always had something positive to say.

Thank you Paul for all you did, and most of
all for being an example of how Christ
wants us to live. We will miss you.
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