














Chapter 1

leaping and dancing, make so beautiful this really holy city which is the
Church.” Adults at worship often cannot endure children’s leaping, dancing,
and other related activity. To be sure, children who are crying too loudly or
being otherwise obstreperous need to be carried out momentarily. Parents or
others who care for them set limits and carry them out as necessary. Our
responsibility to care for one another as a whole community includes caring for
children, and worship is not a time to escape this responsibility or to assume

one part of the family is unwelcome.

As to “children’s sermons,” children understand more at worship than
adults are willing to admit, intellectually as well as in other ways. They, along
with everyone else, deserve the heft of serious preaching, all the complexity it
has to confront, and the right to grow into it. “Children’s sermons” normally
treat children badly not only by turning preaching into superficial or even dis-
honest trivia, but also by putting them on display as objects for adult viewing. It
is no wonder that children who have been treated badly like this leave the

church when they become adults.

Jesus invited the children,” treated them with respect, and did not preach
“children’s sermons.” We would do well to follow his example in this matter as

in others.

Supper

The church’s alleluia not only resounds in response to the Word. It also
emerges around the table. With the Word the alleluia’s cognitive character is
present, though transcended. At the table, cognition yields even more as it and
“all mortal flesh keep silence” and stand “with fear and trembling.”®® The Lord
of lords comes “in human vesture, in the body and the blood,” and we receive
the very self of God for “heavenly food.” Paradoxically silence itself finally has
to yield as the church on earth joins the heavenly hosts and “with ceaseless

voice” cries out “Alleluia.”*® What might this suggest about the Eucharist?

26 |bid., p. 133.

27 See Mark 10:13-16 and the parallel passages in Matthew 19:13-15 and Luke 18:15-17.
28 Liturgy of St. James, translated Gerard Moultrie, ELW, # 490.

2 1pid.

30 Ipid.
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